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“Through naming comes knowing; we grasp an object,
mentally, by giving it a name - hension, prehension,
apprehension. And thus through language create a
whole world, corresponding to the other world out
there. Or we trust that it corresponds. Or perhaps, like
a German poet (Rilke), we cease to care, becoming
more concerned with the naming than with the things
named; the former becomes more real than the latter.
And so in the end the world is lost again. No, the world
remains - those unique, particular, incorrigibly
individual junipers and sandstone monoliths - and it is
we who are lost. Again. Round and round, through the
endless labyrinth of thought - the maze.” Edward
Abbey, Desert Solitaire
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In Finding Abbey, environmental writer Sean Prentiss documents his search for the hidden grave of
one of the great minds of West and invites you into his own labyrinth of ideals, archetypes and search
for the meaning of home. Edward Abbey was an environmental writer, activist and author of the
iconic Monkey Wrench Gang, one of the novels credited for launching eco-terrorism and
organizations such as Earth First! When he died of internal bleeding at the age of sixty-two, four
friends transported his body to the desert and following Abbey’s wishes, illegally buried him in a
secret grave in a National Park with a hand-chiseled tombstone reading: “Edward Abbey. 1927-1989.
No Comment.”

Finding Abbey takes readers across the country as Prentiss gathers clues, follows in Abbey’s footsteps
and interviews Abbey’s closest friends; Jack Loeffler, Ken "Seldom Seen" Sleight, David Petersen, and
Doug Peacock. Prentiss turns what could be just an homage to one of his personal heros into lively
portrait of an imperfect man- he neither condones nor condemns some of the more controversial
choices that Abbey made but instead remains fluid in his dogged pursuit of the truth, as Abbey said,
“no matter where it may lead.”

Prentiss is an environmental writer, professor and co-editor of The Far Edges of the Fourth Genre, an
anthology on the craft of creative nonfiction. In Finding Abbey he tackles a legend, one full of
controversy not least because Abbey himself didn’'t wish for the grave to be found. Prentiss wrestles
expertly with this controversy and his own motives for unraveling this particular mystery: “I refuse to
consider what will happen if | locate Abbey’s grave.....if | find it and if | write about it I'll be reducing
one more mystery in this world.” Embedded in his search for Abbey’s final resting place is Prentiss’
own search for why mystery and wildness is so vital to the human heart. He says, “l want no part in
killing our monsters or our mysteries.”
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